Total and specific IgE in sera of HIV positive and HIV negative homosexual male (regulation of IgE synthesis in HIV infection).
In the course of HIV infection "atopic" symptoms can often be experienced (atopic dermatitis, asthmatic like symptoms in upper respiratory tract, sensitivity to drugs). Total IgE increase has been detected which is in inverse correlation with CD4 positive lymphocytes. Using semi quantitative and quantitative methods total and specific IgE levels of 30 HIV positive and 30 HIV negative homosexual men without atopic anamnestic data and symptoms have been determined. The age matched control groups were of 30 atopic men with active symptoms and 30 healthy, HIV negative heterosexual men. Determination of CD4, CD8 positive number of lymphocytes as well as B-2 microglobulin have been carried out. Total IgE level of HIV positive and HIV negative homosexuals was higher than that of the healthy controls and lower than that of the "atopic" controls. Specific IgE-s have been found more often in HIV positive and HIV negative homosexuals than in the normal controls. The correlation among CD4 and CD8 positive lymphocytes, and B-2 microglobulin level and total IgE level was not significant.